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NEWS RELEASE
UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON CELEBRATES 150-YEAR ANNIVERSARY,
LOOKS TO FUTURE AS A COMMUNITY PARTNER, A NATIONAL LEADER
DAYTON, Ohio- From a private boarding school for boys carved out of fertile
farmland 150 years ago, the University of Dayton has grown into one of the largest and most
respected Catholic universities in the nation.
That's worth celebrating.
On Sept. 25, the trumpets will sound with a loud flourish as UD kicks off its
sesquicentennial celebration for the campus and Dayton community.
UD will mark its anniversary with a commissioned fanfare-along with a series of
concerts, symposia and other special events during the nearly two-year celebration. Among the
highlights: UD will present a nationally or internationally recognized figure with its first
Leadership with Virtue Award, Erma Bombeck's family will present her papers to UD's
archives' and UD's Center for Social Concern will recruit at least 150 students, faculty and staff
who will pledge to perform 150 hours of community service during the 1999-2000 academic
year. Founded by the Society of Mary (the Marianists), a Roman Catholic order of brothers and
priests, the University of Dayton has historically valued service to the community.
The sesquicentennial's theme (A Community Partner. A National Leader.) reflects UD's
commitment to the Dayton community and its vision to be known as a national leader in
Catholic higher education, according to Kenneth .Kuntz, a retired psychology professor who's
chairing the sesquicentennial celebration team.
As part of the celebration, UD is introducing an updated logo this month, and the
National Alumni Association is publishing a commemorative book next spring. Channels 14/16
is expected to premiere a documentary in December, and the Dayton Daily News is publishing a
souvenir tabloid on Sept. 19 that chronicles UD's rich history and takes a peek into the future.
The Sept. 25 opening festivities will include performances, prayers, lots of pomp and
circumstance- and ice cream. Young's Jersey Dairy, which has operated a dairy farm outside
of Yellow Springs almost as long as UD has been in existence, will dip up scoops of a special
-overOFFICE OF P UBLIC R ELATIONS

300 College Park Dayton, Ohio 45469-1679
(937) 229-3241 (937) 229-3063 Fax
www.udayton.edu

sesquicentennial flavor-a homemade blueberry ice cream with a strawberry preserves swirl-
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for fans of the red and blue. UD is running a name-the-flavor contest through-Sept. 15. The ice
cream will be given away to visitors at the celebration, which includes an outdoor Mass
celebrated by Archbishop Daniel Pilarczyk on the Humanities Plaza, music, dance and theater
performances by students, campus tours, open houses, demonstrations, an academic
convocation and an evening jazz concert by the renowned Woody Herman Band and the UD
Jazz Ensemble. All events are free and open to the public.
By any measure, the University of Dayton has come a long way from unlikely roots. The
school began with an act of faith- and no cash- nearly 150 years ago. In the middle of a
cholera epidemic, the Rev. Leo Meyer, S.M., gave landowner John Stuart a medal of St. Joseph
and a promise of $12,000 at 6 percent interest in return for Dewberry Farm- 125 acres of
vineyards, orchards, a mansion and various farm buildings. On July 1, 1850, St. Mary's School
for Boys, a frame building that not long before had housed farm hands, opened its doors to 14
primary students from Dayton. Among that first class: Lawrence Butz, who later became the
mayor of Dayton. Today's mayor, Mike Turner, is also a University of Dayton graduate.
Knmvn at various times as St. Mary's School, St. Mary's Institute and St. Mary's
College, the school linked itself to the community in 1920 when it incorporated as the University
of Dayton.
"Over the 150 years, there has always been an intimate connection between the
University and the community," says Brother Raymond L. Fitz, S.M., president for more than
two decades and the longest-serving president in UD history.
In 1936, when the mayor proclaimed Greater University of Dayton Week, "the whole
town was made aware of the 'little school on the hill,"' the Rev. Raymond Roesch, S.M.,
president from 1959-1979, said in a 1962 address to the Newcomen Society in North America
at the Dayton Biltmore Hotel. "The University began to find its place, a place we hope it
continues to hold, in the heart of the community."
Some might argue that the bond began on high ground in 1913 when the community and
the University united in adversity. With the boarding students away on Easter vacation when a
flood struck the city, the Rev. Bernard O'Reilly, S.M., president of St. Mary's Institute, took in
hundreds of refugees. "The boys' dormitories, class rooms and the huge gymnasium were
turned into sleeping quarters and besides the provisions that came in by rail, the S.M.!. received
·many wagon loads of foods from farmers in the country," the Dayton Daily News reported on
March 28, 1913.
Throughout its history, UD has served the community. In the early 1950s, persons over
60 were invited to attend evening classes free of charge. In 1964, UD began closing its offices
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and canceling classes on Dec. 8 so students could "adopt" children and senior citizens for a
"Christmas on Campus" celebration. In 1966, Roesch brought together'promi!!_ent Dayton
business executives and black leaders to talk about ways to improve race relations in the
community. In 1993, Fitz was asked to lead a community task force through a 15-month
examination of the child-protection system after several highly publicized deaths of children
from abuse. Today, he's still involved as the chair of Montgomery County's Family and
Children First Council. Since 1994, UD has administered Dayton's AmeriCorps program.
Called SWEAT (Serve with Energy and Talent), the national service program is a collaborative
of 30 local organizations. Participants receive a small stipend for college expenses in exchange
for performing a year of service in Dayton's inner-city neighborhoods, where they teach adults
to read, establish after-school programs and perform other services.
In the educational arena, the University of Dayton in the last decade helped establish a
"teaching factory" called the AIM Center at Sinclair Community College and a collaboration
called the Dayton Area Graduate Studies Institute (DAGSI) to meet the advanced training
needs of the region's high-tech companies.
As the University nears the 21st century, it is carving out a reputation as a "partnership
university," according to Dick Ferguson, assistant to the president for regional and government
relations.
It's also carving out a reputation as a national leader in Catholic higher education. That
reputation began in 1937 when it became the first Catholic university in the country to become
coeducational. In 1943, it established the Marian Library, which today houses the world's
largest collection of printed material about Mary, the mother of Jesus. In 1956, UD started the
Research Institute, which now performs nearly $45 million worth of sponsored research
annually - the largest nonmedical research performed on any Catholic campus. Among
Catholic colleges and universities, UD ranks third in the number of National Merit Scholars it
attracts and ninth in the size of its endowment ($216 million). Since the 1980s, Fitz has been
one of the key Catholic university presidents involved in discussions with bishops and other
church leaders about guidelines for maintaining Catholic identity on Catholic campuses.
"The University of Dayton's sesquicentennial allows us to pause and reflect upon UD's
rich history and a mission that has not changed over the decades," Fitz said. "The University
of Dayton has come a long way from its roots as a farmhouse school on the south edge of
Dayton, but in many ways it's still the same. The University of Dayton has always been
dedicated to the devel0pment of the total person and to linking learning to leadership and
service. It's always exhibited a spirit of faith and service and commitment to community."
For more information about any of the sesquicentennial events, call Ken Kuntz at (937)
229-3229 or send an e-mail to kuntz@udayton.edu.
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